CALDWELL VETARANS’ MEMORIAL HALL NEWSLETTER

Issue #5

Serving the
Needs of Canyon
County Veterans

March 2016
Construction Continues
Above: Volunteers install plumbing lines for new restrooms
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FROM THE CALDWELL VETERANS’ COUNCIL CHAIRMAN

VETERANS’ SERVICES

proven to be one of our biggest challenges. After the tile was removed,
we discovered a layer of roofing tarpaper that had bonded with the
varnish on the floor and soaked into the wood flooring. After
attempting to remove the tarpaper with every implement imaginable,
we resorted to power planers set on the smallest possible setting. I am
pleased to report that the floor has been completely stripped and
sanded. A flooring company has expressed interest in refinishing the
floor to return it to its original look.
Most all of the interior walls have been constructed. The remaining
walls will be installed following the installation of underground
plumbing and concrete floors have been completed. A couple of
structural areas that required repair were completed including the
complete replacement of a concrete load bearing wall.

William “John” Muirhead
Chairman,
Caldwell Veterans Council, Inc.
(208) 960-4012

Steady Progress at Your Veterans Memorial Hall
We are making steady progress toward the completion of the Veterans’
Memorial Hall. A number of capital projects have made significant
achievements in the past couple of months. The upper level floor has

Excavation of the basement floor has been completed in preparation
for the installation of plumbing lines. The dining room concrete floor
has been removed because the concrete had deteriorated. We will
install concrete in all areas of the basement after the underground
utilities have been installed.
The participation from local business and contractors has been
amazing. To date, we have enjoyed donated lunches, plumbing,
lumber, and other building materials. Most significant of all is the
donation of over 15,500 volunteer labor hours. People of all ages and
abilities show up for work events and jump right in to assist with
whatever task is underway on that day. It is remarkable that so many
people can so quickly dedicate themselves to a project.
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Safety remains our most prominent focus area. During the execution
of 15,500 work hours, we have experienced six first aid incidents and
one fall that resulted in a doctor visit. The person returned to work the
same day and was not seriously injured.
Funding of major capital projects is an ongoing challenge. Grants, as
we have discovered, take a long time to process and the timing of
submittals is critical to the funding cycle of the foundation that
supports the grant. We are seeking grants from every possible source.
Projects on the horizon that require funding are, just to name a few,
install an elevator, refurbish the windows, HVAC system, build a
kitchen and refinish the upper level floors. You may donate to the
project via a “Donate Button” on the website for PayPal or credit card
transactions. To expand our donation process to cover the funding for
an elevator, we have established a GoFundMe account
(www.gofundme.com/xc44ha3k) for the elevator, which has been
estimated at over $360,000. The elevator is a critical component of the
building to provide handicap access as required by the Americans
Disabilities Act (ADA). For additional information on donations or the
project in general, contact me (208)960-4012 or Terry Harrell,
(208)899-5216 or the CVMH webmaster at,

webmaster@cvmhvets.org.
Sincerely,
John Muirhead

HISTORY
The City of Caldwell purchased the old Carnegie Library
building, which is located at 1101 Cleveland Blvd, from the
Caldwell School District and agreed to designate it as the
Caldwell Veterans’ Memorial Hall. Under a 100 year lease
agreement with the City of Caldwell and the Caldwell chapters
of the Disabled American Veterans, Veterans of Foreign Wars
and the American Legion, this building will be utilized by all
veteran organizations and the partnership of organizations
prepared to provide a wide variety of programs and services.
The plan is to provide local assistance with education,
employment and career development, counseling and health
care issues, family programs, homelessness, addictions, abuse
and humanitarian needs for a part of our society that are underserved and limited at times because of handicaps, economic
issues or ability to get through often confusing and complicated
processes. Not only are the veterans of the west-end of the
Treasure Valley in need of an entity to provide unique
specialized services, but widows and family members of military
personnel deployed, retired or deceased are in need of a facility
where they will be understood and their needs, issues, and
benefits can be addressed and provided.

DONATIONS
The Caldwell Veterans Memorial Hall accepts donations via their
website at cvmh-vets.org. Donations may be made via a Donate
Button
on the website for either PayPal or credit
card transactions. The mobile version of the website also
accepts donations via a Donate Button on the home page.
Please contact the CVMH webmaster at webmaster@cvmhvets.org

STOCKING THE COOKIE TABLE

Figure 1Cookies and other goodies brighten the volunteers’ day

Caldwell Carnegie Library, Circa 2012

Marliss Maillet

Marliss Maillet, affectionately named “The Cookie Lady”, appears most every day that volunteers are working to bring cookies, cupcakes and other
baked delicacies. The volunteers have grown accustomed to her regular appearance and waste little time investigating the arrival. Truly, her pastries
have become the highlight of a work day at the hall. Marliss is a member of the Caldwell DAV Auxiliary. She is retired after spending 31 years working
as an X-ray technician for an investment foundry. She has long supported the military. Her father worked in a ship yard during WWII and her
daughter served with the Navy in Desert Storm. The Council recently awarded Marliss a plaque for recognition of her contribution to the CVMH
project.
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WORK CONTINUES

Volunteers tackle the tough task of building
office and restroom walls. Thanks to the
generosity of local lumber dealers, we have
had the majority of building materials
donated.

Over $3,000 in lunches have been donated to the project.
Lunch is the high point of these hard working volunteers.

Volunteers repair a planer. Equipment maintenance keeps
the job moving forward

Volunteers install support
columns to strengthen the
basement stairway
Electricians from IBEW Local 291 in Boise donated
their time to install Power system components.
The electrical supplies and components were
donated by local electrical supply houses.

Replacing damaged flooring boards is a
very tedious and time consuming job.

Digging plumbing trenches is hard work
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FUND RAISING

The Egg Factory is donating their restaurant to the Caldwell Veterans Council
for this fund raising event. This is a perfect example of the overwhelming
community support that we have experienced.

4

CALDWELL VETERANS’ MEMORIAL HALL SERVING THE NEEDS OF
CANYON COUNTY VETERANS | Issue # 5

DONATIONS FROM LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS

Treasure Valley Detachment #878 of the Marine Corps League presented a $3,000 donation to the Caldwell Veterans
Memorial Hall construction fund.

The Caldwell Night Rodeo awarded a $5,000 donation from their Patriot Night Fund to the Caldwell
Veterans Memorial Hall construction fund.

The Egg Factory restaurant has graciously donated their restaurant to the Caldwell Veterans Council for a three-hour fundraiser.
The restaurant is donating the food and service for the spaghetti dinner on April 2. All proceeds from ticket sales will go to the
Caldwell Veterans Memorial Hall construction fund.
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The following pages illustrate the planning that has gone into the development of the Caldwell Veterans Memorial Hall.

CVMH Site Plan
The site plan features an area for memorial monuments, a patio area, handicap parking and handicap building entrances. Not shown on this version
of the site plan is diagonal parking on the East side of 11th Avenue.
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CVMH First Floor Plan
The First Floor Plan features an elevator on the North side of the building, a large meeting room that accommodates 154 occupants, ADA compliant
restrooms and a community room with 27 computer work stations.
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CVMH Basement Floor Plan
The Basement Floor Plan features an elevator lobby, a full kitchen, a dining room that accommodates 57 occupants, ADA compliant restrooms,
storage rooms and offices for the Veterans Service Organizations
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Planned Capital Improvements

•

The below listed items represent the capital improvements
planned for the transformation of the Caldwell Carnegie Library
building into the Caldwell Veterans’ Memorial Hall.
• Install four ADA Compliant Restrooms
• Asbestos Removal DONE
• Build a Memorial Park: Relocate two
monuments to the CVMH
• Build Partition Walls IN PROCESS
• Install Gas Lines to serve the new heating and
cooking equipment
• Install a full function Kitchen
• Paint interior walls and trim Training Room
Furnishings, tables, chairs, lamps and couches
• Refinish Upper Level Floors IN PROCESS
• Remove Main Entry Pillars and roof DONE
• Roof Repair; replace damaged sheet metal
caps and wooden nailer boards DONE

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Veterans’ Services
The Caldwell Veterans’ Memorial Hall, when complete, will offer
a wide range of services for Treasure Valley veterans and their
families. The Hall will be occupied from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
daily, Monday through Friday. A Veterans Service Officer will be
available throughout the week with a National Service Officer
on site one day per week to finalize or initiate support for
veterans or beneficiaries requiring assistance.
Typical Activities
• Daily Veterans’ Day Officer On Duty
• Weekly Veterans’ Coffee
• Weekly Veterans Service Officer Onsite
• Monthly Spouses’ Luncheon
• Monthly Volunteer’s Rally to participate in
community projects
• Monthly Tai Chi lessons
• Monthly Featured Speaker
Monthly Training Session in the CVMH training room
Partnerships
• DAV National Service Officer
• Disability Claims
• Education Benefits
• Death and Burial Benefits
• VA Home Loans
• Insurance
• Department of Labor
• Jobs Training
• Resumes
• Job Search
• Boise Rescue Mission
• Indigent Services & Humanitarian Aid
• Vet Center

•
•

Strip and Refinish Woodwork, stair handrails,
baseboards and doors
Upgrade Plumbing; install new sewer lines
under the basement floor IN PROCESS
Window Refurbishment IN PROCESS
Lobby Furnishings; chairs, couches, lamps and
tables
Meeting Room Furnishings
Office Furnishings: VFW, AL, DAV, NSO and
Day Officer Offices
Install Carpeting
Electrical Renovation IN PROCESS
Establish ADA Parking
Foundation Repair DONE
HVAC System
Refurbish the front entrance steps
Install an ADA compliant Elevator to serve
both floors

• Counseling
VETS4Success
• Humanitarian Aid
DAV Transportation Shuttle

Programs
•
•
•

Mentorship of Young Marines and Youth Activities
VETS Court-Mentorship and Counselling
Disabled Veterans Memorial Garden

Services
• Children & Family Services
• Clothing Assistance
• Crisis Assistance
• Dental Care
• Education Services
• Emergency Shelter
• Family Assistance
• Day Officer/Veteran Service Officer

VETERANS AND MESOTHELIOMA
Countless veterans are currently suffering from lifethreatening illnesses that are a result of exposure to asbestos,
a material that was commonly used in hundreds of military
applications, products, and ships because of its resistance to
fire.
The Public Outreach Department for The
Mesothelioma Center (Asbestos.com) has created the most
accurate and extensive resource on asbestos exposure and
mesothelioma online.
Please follow the links below to get additional
information about mesothelioma.
Asbestos.com
Asbestos.com/Veterans
Asbestos.com/Malignant
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DAV Van Schedules To and From VA Medical
Centers
BOISE & SURROUNDING AREA TO BOISE VAMC
All appointments for rides must be made 72 hours in advance.
For more information call Jim Rossette at the Boise VA Medical
Center (208) 422-1000 ext. 7555. Homedale, Marsing, and
Canyon County: Call Jim Rossette (208) 422-1000 ext. 7555.

........................................ Hamilton Corners at Highways 52 &
30
Nyssa .............................................................. Anderson Corner
.................................................... McDonalds at West Park
Plaza
Ontario....................................... McDonalds at West Park Plaza
.................................................................. McDonalds at K-Mart

Pickup points: Star...................... Star Merc
Middleton ........... Downtown Shell Station &

........................................................ Shell Station at the freeway

..................... Shell Station at exit 25 of I-84

................................................................ Shell Station on Idaho

Notus............................................................................ Shell
Station

.....................................................................................The Elk’s

Parma.......................................................................... M&W
Market

...................................................................Jerry’s Market on 6th

Wilder........................................................................... Shell
Station
Homedale..................................................................... Shell
Station

Payette .....................................................................Albertson’s
........................................ Kings Variety/Maverick at Highway 95
Weiser.......................................... Sinclair Station at Highway
95
.................................................. Maverick Station at Highway
95

Caldwell...................... Chevron at 10th Avenue South & the
freeway

.......................................................................... Chevron Station

.......................... Emergency entrance of West Valley Medical
Center

................................................................. Ridley’s Market

................................................................. Pioneer Market

........................................... Maverick at 10th Avenue South &
Ustick

Twin Falls, Jerome, Lincoln, Gooding, and Elmore Counties: Call
Cheryl Ringenberg (208) 733-7610.

.......................................................................... 20248 Hoskins
Road

Pickup points: Twin Falls............................ Sheriff’s Office

Nampa.................................... Karcher Mall near Ross Dress for
Less

Buhl........................................................ Oasis Stop-N-Go

.................................. Albertson’s at 7th Street & 12th Avenue
South

Gooding.................................................... Ridley’s Market

.............................................. D and B Supply on 12th Avenue
South

Bliss........................................................................ Ziggy’s

Melba/Bowmont........................ Chevron at Greenhurst &
Southside

Glenns Ferry ................................................. Shell Station

Filer.......................................................... Logan’s Market
Jerome ..................................................... Ridley’s Market
Wendell ........................................................... Farmhouse
Hammett..................................................... Valley Market

.................................................. McDonalds at exit 38 of the
freeway

Mountain Home ................. Foothills Chevron, Albertson’s, &
Exit 90 Chevron/Burger King

Kuna ............................................ West side of the Winco
parking lot

Cassia, Minidoka, and Blaine Counties: Call Georgia Greenwell
(208) 678-3599 or 878-2565.

Weiser, Payette, Ontario, Emmett, and surrounding area: Call
Lori Walla (208) 919-5733

Pickup points: Burley....................................... Sheriff’s Office

Pickup points: Emmett ........................ Tom’s Cabin Restaurant

...................................................................... Exit 208 Hub 66

.......................................................... Subway near Albertson’s

................................................................... Greenwood Store

.......................................................................... Stinker Station

Southeast Oregon - Baker City, Haines, Halfway, Huntington,
John Day:

Fruitland.................................. Shell Station at Palisades Corner
....................................................... Shell Station at the highway
Middleton (Caldwell)............................................ 44 Quick Stop
New Plymouth................................ Lowell’s Market at 5
Corners

..................................................................... Exit 211 Wayside

Call Carl Swinyer (541)-894-2546, Robert Warner (541)523-5340
or the VFW Hall (541) 523-4988.
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New Contact List to Help Keep Veterans
Informed
The Idaho Division of Veterans Services (IDVS) recently set up a
contact list to help inform veterans of changes to benefits,
available services, and upcoming events. Registration in this
system helps veterans remain connected, and will allow IDVS to
quickly and efficiently send out email announcements,
newsletters, and bulletins from a centralized database.
Please go to the IDVS website, www.veterans.idaho.gov, and
click on "Sign up" under the heading "Distribution List" on the
top right corner of the page, or go directly to
www.veterans.idaho.gov/component/content/article/218newsletter-signup to add your contact information to the list.
The Idaho Division of Veterans Services is committed to
improving the lives of veterans. Any personal information
collected by IDVS will be kept confidential and will only be used
for notifications regarding veteran related events and veterans
benefits changes. Statistical data may be collected and used to
support the IDVS mission. No personal information will ever be
given out without the prior written approval of the veteran or
their legal representative.

Caldwell Veterans Service Officers
Loren M Trotter, Post 35
American Legion
2nd Monday every month at 7 pm
Social Meeting, 4th Monday every month at 7 pm
1112 Main Street
Caldwell, Idaho 83605
Service Officer – Gary White, (208) 608-4891

Carrie L French, Chapter 1
Disabled American Veterans
2nd Tuesday every month at 7 pm
Train Depot, 701 Main Street
Caldwell, Idaho 83605
Service Officer –Noe Ramirez, (208) 412-5433
202 E. Omaha St
Caldwell, ID 83605
LT Leighton D Patterson, Post 3886
Veterans of Foreign Wars
2nd Thursday every month at 7 pm
1112 Main Street
Caldwell, Idaho 83605
Service Officer – (208) 453-2275

How long does it take the VA to Process a Claim?
As of December, the Boise VA Regional Office has 1,666
disability claims pending an average of 102 days. Of those, 502
(30%) have been pending more than 125 days, and only 21
(1.26%) have been pending more than one year.
In November and December, the VA Regional Office conducted
732 personal interviews with an average wait time of less than
two minutes. The worst time to visit the VA Regional Office?
The first three days of the month and any Monday.
As of November, it took approximately 36 days from receipt of
an application for vocational rehabilitation to the date the VA
notified the veteran of the decision on eligibility.
There are approximately 138,320 veterans currently residing in
Idaho, and 20,262 of them are in receipt of disability benefits.
The VA also issues monthly benefits to 350 widows, orphans,
and dependent parents of Idaho’s veterans. In 2013, VA issued
monthly benefits amounting to $20.9 million to Idaho’s veterans.
This amount equals over $250 million per year to support Idaho’s
disabled veterans, their dependents, and survivors.
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When John Muirhead first took me on a tour of the Caldwell Veterans Memorial Hall, I was working for the City of Caldwell in the mayor’s office. I
was, and still am, completely blown away by the dedication of the team working there, by the countless volunteers and contributors and by the
professionalism that the team has consistently displayed in the planning and execution of this incredible project. Thank you, not only for the
gracious gift of service in our military, but for being the people you are. All of you who have dedicated time, effort and resources to this project have
been inspirational to this community. Thank you for all you’ve done to help to build the Memorial Hall, which will undoubtedly be a very valuable
resource for Veterans across the Treasure Valley.
While it is nowhere near enough to express my gratitude to all of you who have given so much, I am honored to contribute to the project in any way
I’m able. Editing the newsletter is an honor and I’m grateful to John, Terry and all of the Veterans Council for allowing me the opportunity to give
back.
I am always happy and honored to do whatever I’m able to help the Veteran community and promote this very worthy project. I'm grateful for
everything I learned during my time at the mayor's office. Now that I've begun my own business, I hope to spend more time getting to know more of
you and contributing to your efforts however I can. Thank you to all of you who have risked your lives for our freedom and thank you for all of your
efforts and contributions to the CMVH.
Sincerely,
Holly Cook
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Caldwell Veterans’ Memorial Hall
Caldwell Veterans’ Council, LLC
1101 Cleveland Blvd, PO Box 1535
Caldwell, Idaho 83605
Visit: cvmh-vets.org to learn more about the CVMH project
A GoFundMe Account has been set up to collect donations for an elevator. The link is:
https://www.gofundme.com/xc44ha3k
Caldwell Veterans’ Council Contacts:
Chairman: Terry Harrell harrellt_3@q.com
Vice-Chairman: John Muirhead muirheadwj@gmail.com
Treasurer : Michael Hensel twodot77@gmail.com
Secretary: Corinna Andrews corinna.andrews15@gmail.com
Member: Craig Kline 1stcav1@excite.com
Member : Mike Smith mvandco@msn.com
Member: Art Scovell scovellartjeanie@yahoo.com
Member: Paul Raymond paulraymond547@gmail.com
Member: John Bechtel jbechtel@cityofwilder.org
Member: Chris Yamamoto cyamamoto@canyonco.org
Member: Larry Kelly lawrencegkelly@cableone.net
Member: Dwayne Bair drafter539@gmail.com
Member: Chuck Stadick cstadick@cityofcaldwell.org
Notice: The information contained in this newsletter is the intellectual
property of the Caldwell Veterans’ Council, Inc. and may not be copied or
reproduced in whole or in part without the express written permission of
the Caldwell Veterans’ Council.

Holly Cook, owner of Cook Communications and Public Relations, has
graciously accepted the task of editing this newsletter.

Serving the Needs of
Canyon County Veterans

