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VETERANS’ SERVICES

A year has passed since the City of Caldwell purchased the old
Carnegie Library Building and commit it as the new Caldwell
Veterans Memorial Hall. A tremendous amount of work has
been accomplished over this past year moving the historic
building towards being a permanent home for our veterans’
organizations and their auxiliaries. In addition to having a
wonderful building where we can conduct our business and
fellowship as veterans, our new building when finished will
provide a community room with computer lab, a complete
kitchen and dining area for activities supporting veteran functions
and fundraising events. The building will be available to rent out
for community and individual functions as an opportunity for
fundraising to cover operating costs for the building.
The schedule of programs and services available at the Hall will
be dictated by the needs of the veterans of the west-end of the
Treasure Valley. Many veterans’ organization have been
confused by this name; Caldwell Veterans Memorial Hall, don’t
be puzzled, the name of the Hall is because it is in Caldwell and
was purchased by the citizens of Caldwell. The mission once the
building is open for business is and will remain focused on
providing programs and services to meet the needs of all our
veterans.
I wish to thank all of our veterans’ organizations throughout this
area, District and State level for their excellent support. Your
letters of encouragement on our behalf and to the Canyon County
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Commissioners is gratifying and re-confirms our commitment to
complete this building. We will have a permanent home, a
meeting place and focal point to develop and conduct programs
and services that contribute to the quality of life those that served
this nation deserve.
Thank you for your service, and I encourage you to find the time
to volunteer in some way towards the completion of this very
important Veterans Memorial Hall.
v/r
Terry Harrell

DONATIONS OF LABOR AND MATERIALS CONTIBUTE
TO ONGOING SUCCESS

and the American Legion, this building will be utilized by all
veteran organizations and the partnership of organizations
prepared to provide a wide variety of programs and services.
The plan is to provide local assistance with education,
employment and career development, counseling and health
care issues, family programs, homelessness, addictions, abuse
and humanitarian needs for a part of our society that are underserved and limited at times because of handicaps, economic
issues or ability to get through often confusing and complicated
processes. Not only are the veterans of the west-end of the
Treasure Valley in need of an entity to provide unique
specialized services, but widows and family members of military
personnel deployed, retired or deceased are in need of a facility
where they will be understood and their needs, issues, and
benefits can be addressed and provided.

The Caldwell Veterans Memorial Hall now accepts donations via
their website at cvmh-vets.org. Donations may be made via a
Donate Button
on the website for either PayPal or
credit card transactions. The mobile version of the website also
accepts donations via a Donate Button on the home page.
Please contact the CVMH webmaster at webmaster@cvmhvets.org
The Caldwell Veterans’ Memorial Hall became the recipient of
donated chairs, tables, desks and a copier when the Caldwell
Public Library underwent a recent renovation and upgraded
their furniture.
Caldwell Carnegie Library

THE HARD WORK CONTINUES

Nearly 8,500 volunteer hours have been invested in the
demolition activities to prepare the building for construction
activies. Volunteers, like Larry Kelly have donated not only
labor but a truck and trailer to haul recyclables to the recycling
center and to the landfill. Larry single handedly removed the
old ceiling tiles from the basement addition.
The City of Caldwell purchased the old Carnegie Library
building, which is located at 1101 Cleveland Blvd, from the
Caldwell School District and agreed to designate it as the
Caldwell Veterans’ Memorial Hall. Under a 100 year lease
agreement with the City of Caldwell and the Caldwell chapters
of the Disabled American Veterans, Veterans of Foreign Wars

A volunteer removes lath and plaster from basement walls
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Volunteers reinstall heating ductwork

Caldwell Veterans’ Council Chairman Terry Harrell oversees the demolition
work

Nothing Valuable is Wasted

Break time for two hardworking volunteers

Renovation Progress to Date
Volunteers sort recyclable materials for shipment to the Recycling Center

Equipment Pen before Demolition
Volunteers load a truck with recyclable materials

Equipment Pen after Demolition
Electrical Outlets and Switches saved for reuse
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Where are the Canyon County Veterans?
The 2012 census identified 123,600 veterans living in Idaho, of
that 14,470 live in Canyon County, 12% of the veteran
population. Of this group of veterans 2,590 or 17.9% have
disabilities, 1,534 are disabled female veterans. It is estimated
that there are 57,880 family members also impacted by the lack
of adequate programs and services. The long-term projected
outcome of the Caldwell Veterans’ Memorial Hall is programs
and services that directly contribute to improved conditions and
quality of life for our veterans. The efficient and effective
execution of programs and services will give veterans the skills,
knowledge, positive behavior and confidence to be an active
participating member of the community.

Planned Capital Improvements
The below listed items represent the capital improvements
planned for the transformation of the Caldwell Carnegie Library
building into the Caldwell Veterans’ Memorial Hall.
• Install four ADA Compliant Restrooms
• Asbestos Removal
• Build a Memorial Park: Relocate two
monuments to the CVMH
• Build Partition Walls
• Install Carpeting
• Electrical Renovation
• Establish ADA Parking
• Foundation Repair
• HVAC Replacement of 4 AC units and heaters
• Refurbish the front entrance steps
• Install an ADA compliant Elevator to serve
both floors
• Install Gas Lines to serve the new heating and
cooking equipment
• Install a full function Kitchen
• Paint interior walls and trim Training Room
Furnishings, tables, chairs, lamps and couches
• Refinish Upper Level Floors
• Remove Main Entry Pillars and roof
• Roof Repair; replace damaged sheet metal
caps and wooden nailer boards
• Strip and Refinish Woodwork, stair handrails, baseboards
and doors
• Upgrade Plumbing; install new sewer lines
under the basement floor
• Window Refurbishment
• Lobby Furnishings; chairs, couches, lamps and
tables
• Meeting Room Furnishings
• Office Furnishings: VFW, AL, DAV, NSO and
Day Officer Offices

daily, Monday through Friday. A Veterans Service Officer will be
available throughout the week with a National Service Officer
on site one day per week to finalize or initiate support for
veterans or beneficiaries requiring assistance.
Typical Activities
• Daily Veterans’ Day Officer On Duty
• Weekly Veterans’ Coffee
• Weekly Veterans Service Officer Onsite
• Monthly Spouses’ Luncheon
• Monthly Volunteer’s Rally to participate in
community projects
• Monthly Tai Chi lessons
• Monthly Featured Speaker
Monthly Training Session in the CVMH training room
Partnerships
• DAV National Service Officer
• Disability Claims
• Education Benefits
• Death and Burial Benefits
• VA Home Loans
• Insurance
• Department of Labor
• Jobs Training
• Resumes
• Job Search
• Boise Rescue Mission
• Indigent Services & Humanitarian Aid
• Vet Center
• Counseling
• VETS4Success
• Humanitarian Aid
• DAV Transportation Shuttle
Programs
•
•
•

Mentorship of Young Marines and Youth Activities
VETS Court-Mentorship and Counselling
Disabled Veterans Memorial Garden

Services
• Children & Family Services
• Clothing Assistance
• Crisis Assistance
• Dental Care
• Education Services
• Emergency Shelter
• Family Assistance
• Day Officer/Veteran Service Officer

DAV Van Schedules To and From VA Medical
Centers
BOISE & SURROUNDING AREA TO BOISE VAMC

Veterans’ Services

All appointments for rides must be made 72 hours in advance.

The Caldwell Veterans’ Memorial Hall, when complete, will offer
a wide range of services for Treasure Valley veterans and their
families. The Hall will be occupied from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM

For more information call Jim Rossette at the Boise VA Medical
Center (208) 422-1000 ext. 7555.
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Homedale, Marsing, and Canyon County: Call Jim Rossette (208)
422-1000 ext. 7555.

Ontario....................................... McDonalds at West Park Plaza
.................................................................. McDonalds at K-Mart

Pickup points: Star...................... Star Merc
Middleton ........... Downtown Shell Station &

........................................................ Shell Station at the freeway

..................... Shell Station at exit 25 of I-84

................................................................ Shell Station on Idaho

Notus............................................................................ Shell
Station

.....................................................................................The Elk’s

Parma.......................................................................... M&W
Market

...................................................................Jerry’s Market on 6th

Wilder........................................................................... Shell
Station
Homedale..................................................................... Shell
Station
Caldwell...................... Chevron at 10th Avenue South & the
freeway

Payette .....................................................................Albertson’s
........................................ Kings Variety/Maverick at Highway 95
Weiser.......................................... Sinclair Station at Highway
95
.................................................. Maverick Station at Highway
95
.......................................................................... Chevron Station

.......................... Emergency entrance of West Valley Medical
Center

................................................................. Pioneer Market

........................................... Maverick at 10th Avenue South &
Ustick

Twin Falls, Jerome, Lincoln, Gooding, and Elmore Counties: Call
Cheryl Ringenberg (208) 733-7610.

.......................................................................... 20248 Hoskins
Road

Pickup points: Twin Falls............................ Sheriff’s Office

Nampa.................................... Karcher Mall near Ross Dress for
Less

Buhl........................................................ Oasis Stop-N-Go

.................................. Albertson’s at 7th Street & 12th Avenue
South

Gooding.................................................... Ridley’s Market

.............................................. D and B Supply on 12th Avenue
South

................................................................. Ridley’s Market

Filer.......................................................... Logan’s Market
Jerome ..................................................... Ridley’s Market
Wendell ........................................................... Farmhouse
Bliss........................................................................ Ziggy’s

Melba/Bowmont........................ Chevron at Greenhurst &
Southside

Hammett..................................................... Valley Market

.................................................. McDonalds at exit 38 of the
freeway

Mountain Home ................. Foothills Chevron, Albertson’s, &
Exit 90 Chevron/Burger King

Kuna ............................................ West side of the Winco
parking lot

Cassia, Minidoka, and Blaine Counties: Call Georgia Greenwell
(208) 678-3599 or 878-2565.

Weiser, Payette, Ontario, Emmett, and surrounding area: Call
Lori Walla (208) 919-5733

Pickup points: Burley....................................... Sheriff’s Office

Pickup points: Emmett ........................ Tom’s Cabin Restaurant

...................................................................... Exit 208 Hub 66

.......................................................... Subway near Albertson’s

................................................................... Greenwood Store

.......................................................................... Stinker Station

Southeast Oregon - Baker City, Haines, Halfway, Huntington,
John Day:

Fruitland.................................. Shell Station at Palisades Corner
....................................................... Shell Station at the highway
Middleton (Caldwell)............................................ 44 Quick Stop
New Plymouth................................ Lowell’s Market at 5
Corners
........................................ Hamilton Corners at Highways 52 &
30
Nyssa .............................................................. Anderson Corner
.................................................... McDonalds at West Park
Plaza

Glenns Ferry ................................................. Shell Station

..................................................................... Exit 211 Wayside

Call Carl Swinyer (541)-894-2546, Robert Warner (541)523-5340
or the VFW Hall (541) 523-4988.

SAVE THE DATE – ANNUAL VETERANS SERVICE
OFFICER TRAINING DATES HAVE BEEN SET
Mark your calendars! The dates of the Idaho Division of Veterans
Services 2015 Veterans Service Officer Training Conference
have been set. This conference will take place at the Riverside
Hotel in Boise July 29, 30, and 31, 2015. Invitations and a
tentative agenda will go out in Mid May.
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NEW CONTACT LIST TO HELP KEEP VETERANS
INFORMED.
The Idaho Division of Veterans Services (IDVS) recently set up a
contact list to help inform veterans of changes to benefits,
available services, and upcoming events. Registration in this
system helps veterans remain connected, and will allow IDVS to
quickly and efficiently send out email announcements,
newsletters, and bulletins from a centralized database.

and territories, civilians or active duty or former members of any
of the uniformed services and their Reserve components,
including the Coast Guard.
An Average Day in the USCG Auxiliary
•
Educated 929 People on Recreational Boating Safety &
Marine Environmental Protection
•

Completed 7 Regatta Patrols

Please go to the IDVS website, www.veterans.idaho.gov, and
click on "Sign up" under the heading "Distribution List" on the
top right corner of the page, or go directly to
www.veterans.idaho.gov/component/content/article/218newsletter-signup to add your contact information to the list.

•

Completed 91 Safety Patrols

•

Accomplished 19 SAR Assists

•

Saved $729,000 worth of Property

The Idaho Division of Veterans Services is committed to
improving the lives of veterans. Any personal information
collected by IDVS will be kept confidential and will only be used
for notifications regarding veteran related events and veterans
benefits changes. Statistical data may be collected and used to
support the IDVS mission. No personal information will ever be
given out without the prior written approval of the veteran or
their legal representative.

•

Assisted 56 People in Trouble on Water

•

Completed 15 Recruit Support Missions

•

Performed 615 Vessel Safety Checks

•

Participated in 120 USCG Operational Support Missions

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary: A Proud Tradition, A
Worthy Mission
For over 70 years, tens-of-thousands of men and women of the
Coast Guard Auxiliary have spent millions of volunteer hours
helping the Coast Guard carry out its mission. They have saved
countless lives through their work, on and off the water.
Auxiliarists are probably best known for educating the public
through their boating safety classes and vessel safety checks. Yet,
they do much more. The Coast Guard Authorization Act of 1996
allows the Auxiliary to assist the Coast Guard in performance of
any Coast Guard function, duty, role, mission or operation
authorized by law and authorized by the Commandant.
The Vessel Safety Check (VSC) is a free examination available to
any recreational boater. VSCs help boaters ensure their craft
complies with Federal regulations regarding safety equipment
requirements.
As for education, the Auxiliary teaches boating safety to
recreational boaters of all ages. The Auxiliary offers Boating
Skills and Seamanship (geared toward power boaters) and sailing
courses (for sail-boaters) as well as basic and advanced
navigation courses.
The Auxiliary operates safety and regatta patrols and is an
integral part of the Coast Guard Search and Rescue team.
Auxiliarists also stand communication watches, assist during
mobilization exercises, perform harbor and pollution patrols,
provide platforms for unarmed boarding parties and recruit new
people for the Service.
The Auxiliary has members in all 50 states, Puerto Rico, the
Virgin Islands, American Samoa, and Guam. Membership is open
to men and women, 17 years or older, U.S. citizens of all states

•
Participated in 42 USCG Administration Support
Missions
•

Completed 122 Public Affairs Missions

•
One or two recreational boaters, whose death was certain
- somewhere on the waters of the U.S. - had his or her life saved
by a Coast Guard Auxiliarist.
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BRAVO: UNCOMMON MEN/UNCOMMON VALOR.
Special 50th Anniversary commemorations of the Viet Nam war
will feature screenings of the documentary BRAVO: Uncommon
Men / Uncommon Valor in the spring of 2015. This moving film
captures the realities of combat through the eyes and graphic
recollections of 15 marines who experienced the unabated siege
of marine combat base Khe Sanh, Viet Nam lasting an
unprecedented 77 days. It is the story of young men in battle,
young men whose commitment to their brotherhood still shines
through nearly 50 years later. It is, of course, not only the history
of a particular event, but also a clear message to all who would
serve and assist those returning home from war. This is the real
message and the critical importance of seeing this film. That and
the long postponed tribute owed to those who served and those
who continue to serve our nation, when and where we send them.
BRAVO: Uncommon Men/Uncommon Valor will be shown in:
•
Lewiston, March 18, 2015, at the Williams Center,
Lewis-Clark State College from 6:45 - 9:30 pm
•
Boise, March 30, 2015, at the Egyptian Theater from
6:45 - 9:30 pm
•
Twin Falls, March 31, 2015, at the Fine Arts Room 119,
College of Southern Idaho from 6:45 - 9:30 pm
•
Caldwell, April 1, 2015, at the Langroise Recital Hall,
College of Idaho from 6:45 - 9:30 pm
•

Pocatello, To Be Determined

•

Coeur d’Alene, To Be Determined

Each screening will benefit the participants of Idaho’s veterans’
treatment courts, as well as a local veterans’ service organization
in each community. A brief panel discussion will follow each
showing to point local efforts toward better serving returning
veterans. Special thanks to the Idaho Division of Veteran’s
Services for their support of the Idaho BRAVO screenings
project. For further information call (208)780-1300 or email
normajaeger63@q.com.

VETERANS HOMELESS STAND DOWN TO BE HELD
IN NAMPA
On April 11, 2015, a Veterans Homeless Stand Down will be
held at the Lighthouse Rescue Mission in Nampa from 10:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m. Many services such as dental screenings; tax advice;
clothing and sleeping bags; and job skills and labor information
will be provided. Veterans must bring their DD form 214. If you
have any questions or would like to volunteer, please call (208)
422-1000 ext. 7423.

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE THE VA TO PROCESS A
CLAIM?
As of December, the Boise VA Regional Office has 1,666
disability claims pending an average of 102 days. Of those, 502

(30%) have been pending more than 125 days, and only 21
(1.26%) have been pending more than one year.
In November and December, the VA Regional Office conducted
732 personal interviews with an average wait time of less than
two minutes. The worst time to visit the VA Regional Office?
The first three days of the month and any Monday.
As of November, it took approximately 36 days from receipt of
an application for vocational rehabilitation to the date the VA
notified the veteran of the decision on eligibility.
There are approximately 138,320 veterans currently residing in
Idaho, and 20,262 of them are in receipt of disability benefits.
The VA also issues monthly benefits to 350 widows, orphans,
and dependent parents of Idaho’s veterans. In 2013, VA issued
monthly benefits amounting to $20.9 million to Idaho’s veterans.
This amount equals over $250 million per year to support Idaho’s
disabled veterans, their dependents, and survivors.

BIG GAME HUNT OFFERED FOR 2 DISABLED
VETERANS
The Idaho Division of Veteran Services will be coordinating an
all-expense-paid deer or elk hunt for two disabled veterans in
2015. The purpose of the hunt is to offer disabled veterans an
opportunity to participate in a big-game hunt that might otherwise
be prevented by the seriousness of their disability.
Tags are provided at no charge to the successful applicant by the
Idaho Department of Fish and Game under a special program.
The selected veterans may choose antlered or antlerless deer or
elk in compliance with established seasons. Specific tag
information will be provided to the selected veteran. The hunt
will occur on a private ranch in Unit 45, north of Mountain
Home, Idaho. Hunt dates will need to be coordinated well in
advance, based on established seasons. In most cases, hunts occur
in October or early November. Hunters will be expected to
provide their own transportation to Mountain Home or Boise.
Rustic cabin/bunkhouse accommodations, meals, and on-site
transportation and assistance will be provided at the ranch at no
cost to the veteran. If the veteran has or requires a medical
caregiver, these items will also be provided at no charge for the
caregiver. The cabin/bunkhouse is not barrier-free, so hotel
accommodations in Mountain Home will be provided if
necessary. Hunters will need to make arrangements for their
prescription and medical supplies, if any. Hunters will be
responsible for their own meat processing and mounting in the
event their hunt is successful.
Please fill out the application found on the next two pages of this
bulletin or on the Idaho Division of Veterans Services web page
at veterans.idaho.gov.
Once completed, you can mail it to the Idaho Division of
Veterans Services, Attn: Disabled Veterans Deer or Elk Hunt,
351 Collins Road, Boise, ID 83702; fax it to (208) 780-1301; or
email it to kevin.wallior@veterans.idaho.gov. All personal
information submitted will be confidential and used only by the
selection committee.
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A committee consisting of personnel from Idaho Division of
Veterans Services and Idaho veterans will make the final
selections. The selected veterans will be notified by the Idaho
Division of Veterans Services and will be contacted by the ranch
to coordinate hunt dates and other specifics. Applications must be
submitted no later than April 30, 2015. If you have any questions
or would like further information, please contact Kevin Wallior at
(208) 780-1300 or via email at
kevin.wallior@veterans.idaho.gov.
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DISABLED VETERANS ELK
HUNT APPLICATION
PERSONAL DATA

RELATIONSHIP:

PHONE NUMBER:

PLEASE PRINT
ALL PERSONAL INFORMATION WILL BE
CONFIDENTIAL & USED ONLY BY THE SELECTION
COMMITTEE

CELL PHONE:
EMAIL ADDRESS (OPTIONAL):

LAST NAME:

FIRST NAME:

PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING
QUESTIONS

MIDDLE INITIAL:
MAILING ADDRESS:

Will you be bringing your own firearm and ammunition?
Yes
No
(If not, a firearm and ammunition will be provided)

CITY:

STATE:
ZIP CODE:

Will a caretaker be accompanying you?
Yes

No

Will you want the meat?

PHONE NUMBER:

Yes

CELL PHONE:

No

Do you have the necessary clothing?
EMAIL ADDRESS (OPTIONAL):

Yes

No

What is your percent of disability?
%
EMERGENCY CONTACT

Is your disability combat related?
Yes

LAST NAME:

No

Please describe the nature and extent of your disability:

FIRST NAME:
MIDDLE INITIAL:
MAILING ADDRESS:

_____________________________________________
__________________________________

CITY:

STATE:
ZIP CODE:

Please describe how and where you received your
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disability:

WHY I WANT TO ATTEND AN ELK
HUNT
Please answer in 200 words or less why you want to

_____________________________________________

attend a big game hunt:

__________________________________

Do you have a copy of your DD Form 214?
Yes
No
(Please enclose a copy of your DD Form 214)
Do you have a disability letter from the Department of
Veterans Affairs?
Yes
No
(Please enclose a copy of your disability letter)
Do you require special meals?
Yes

No

If so, please list your special meal requirements:

Do you have any other special needs?
Yes

No

Would the extent of your disability require special
Transportation during the hunt?
(ATV, wheelchair, crutches, walker, etc.)
Yes

No

Do you have a medical condition other than your
disability that could be aggravated during the hunt? If so
list below:
Yes
No

By signing below, I waive all liability connected with my
participation in the hunt.
Applicant Name (printed):

Signature of Applicant:
Date:
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Caldwell Veterans’ Memorial Hall
Caldwell Veterans’ Council, LLC
1101 Cleveland Blvd, PO Box 1535
Caldwell, Idaho 83605
Visit: cvmh-vets.org to learn more about the CVMH
project

Caldwell Veterans’ Council Contacts:
Chairman: Terry Harrell harrellt_3@q.com
Vice-Chairman: John Muirhead muirheadwj@gmail.com
Treasurer : Terrence Biggers tbiggers@cableone.net
Secretary: Noah Siple noahsiple@gmail.com
Member: Craig Kline 1stcav1@excite.com
Member : Mike Smith mvandco@msn.com
Member: Ted Brumet merlywwn@yahoo.com
Member: Art Scovell scovellartjeanie@yahoo.com

Serving the Needs of Canyon County Veterans

Notice: The information contained in this newsletter is the intellectual
property of the Caldwell Veterans’ Council, Inc and may not be copied or
reproduced in whole or in part without the express written permission of
the Caldwell Veterans’ Council.

